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APPENDI X F

FEDERAL SPEC] FI CATI AND STANDAR
/

A GENERAL

The GSA is responsible for policies and procedures for Federal
speci fications and standards. \Wen devel opi ng, updating, canceling,
or validating Federal specifications and standards, Preparing
Activities nust follow the policies and procedures in the GSA
Handbook FPMR 101-29 (reference (m), the general standardization
requirenents in Chapters 4 and 5 of this Minual, and the
suppl enmentary requirenents in this Appendix. [If a conflict arises
between this Manual and reference (m on preparing Federal
specifications and standards, reference (m shall govern.

B. EEDERAL SPEC F| CAT] AND STANDARD DEVE[ OPVENT P

Figure F-1 depicts the typical devel opnent process for a Federal
specification or standard in the Departnment of Defense.

1. Determne the Need. If a suitable NGS does not exist or
could not be revised to neet the users’ need, a DoD Preparing
Activity may develop a Federal specification or standard with
aut hori zation of the GSA, the Departnment of Agriculture (for FSG 89
only), or the Departnment of Veterans Affairs (for FSG 65), as
applicable. If a NGS exists that nearly nmeets the need, but requires
changes, the Preparing Activity may develop a Federal specification
or standard using the NGS as the primary basis for the requirenents.
At the same tinme, the Preparing Activity shall request the
appropriate NGSB to make the necessary changes to the NGS, and the
Federal docunent shall be cancel ed when the changes to the NGS are
mde. See the criteria in subsection B.1. of Chapter 4 and Appendi x
K for determning the need for a Federal specification or standard.

2. Standardi zation Project Approval. Project approval for a
Federal specification or standard is a two—phase process. The
appropriate civilian Agency and the LSA nust both approve Federal
st andardi zation projects.

a. Qvilian Agency Approval. Before contacting the LSA the
Preparing Activity shall call the appropriate civilian Agency
standardi zation office listed in the SD-1 (reference (t)) for
aut hori zation to devel op, update, or cancel a Federal specification
or standard. Besides approving the standardization project, the
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civilian Agency should also provide a civilian Agency coordination
|ist.

/(1) For FSG 65, contact the Departnent of Veterans
Affairs.

(2) For FSG 89, contact the Departnment of Agriculture.
(3) For all other FSGS, contact the GSA

b. LSA Approval. The LSA shall first ensure that the
appropriate civilian Agency has approved the standardization project
request. As a mninmum the LSA should use the questions in Appendix
K as guidance for determning project approval. Nearly all projects
for Federal specifications and standards should be coordinated and
w |l almost always include civilian Agencies. The LSA shall
chal | enge any requests for limted coordinated projects.

3. Drafting the Federal Specification or Standard. Besi des t he

general requirenments in section C. of Chapter 5, the follow ng
adm nistrative requirenents apply:

a. Only rarely should Federal specifications or standards be
source documents for Dibs. Usually, Federal specifications or
standards shall be marked "amMmsc NNA" in the |ower |eft-hand corner of
the first page. |If the Federal specification or standard is a source
docunent for a DID, then it nmust be cleared by the OSD aMSDL
Cl earance O fice and assigned an aMsCc nunber that shall appear in the
| oner |eft-hand corner of the first page. (See subsection O . of
Chapter 5.)

b. Federal specifications and standards shall always be
marked wth “Distribution Statenent A Approved for public rel ease;
distribution is unlimted” at the bottom of the first page.

c. Federal specifications and standards shall not contain
classified information.

d. Federal specifications may contain qualification
requirenents (see Appendix B)

4, Coordination. Since nearly all Federal specifications and
standards are coordi nated documents, Preparing Activities shall
coordinate themwth the LSA Custodians, Review Activities, other
DoD users, and a representative segnent of industry. |n alnost all
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cases, Preparing Activities should also coordinate with civilian
Agencies as well. For Federal specifications and standards, civilian
Agencies may submt essential comments that the Preparing Activity
must resolve. (See subsection El. of Chapter 5.)

5. Resolving G vjl]| Agenc The Preparing Activity
must resolve all essential comrents submtted byinterested civilian
Agencies. \Wen requested, the Preparing Activity shall send a copy
of the final draft to the civilian Agency that authorized the
standardi zation project for review and approval before forwarding to
the DoDSSP. If the Preparing Activity does not satisfactorily
address essential comments, the GSA, the Departnent of Veterans
Affairs (for FSG 65), or the Departnent of Agriculture (for FSG 89)
shall try to resolve the issue with the Preparing Activity. |f this
fails, the appropriate civilian Agency shall contact the OASD(P&L)SPD
for appropriate action.

6. Printing, Distribution. and Indexing. The requirenents of
section H of Chapter 5 shall be followed, except the Preparing
Activity shall also send a copy of the Federal specification or
standard to the GSA

C. CANCELLATION O FEDERAL SPECI FI CATI ONS AND STANDARDS

The DoD Preparing Activity may cancel Federal specifications and
standards wth the approval and concurrence of GSA, the Departnent of
Veterans Affairs (for FSG 65 documents), or the Departnent of
Agriculture (for FGS 89 docunents) . \Wen the DoD Preparing Activity
determnes that a Federal specification or standard should be
canceled, the followng steps shall be taken:

1. Contact the GSA, the Departnent of Veterans Affairs (for FSG
65), or the Departnent of Agriculture (for FSG 89) for authorization
to propose cancellation and to obtain a civilian Agency distribution
list for coordination.

2. (btain a project nunber. The LSA shall ensure that the
cogni zant civilian Agency has authorized the cancellation action
before issuing a project nunber.

3. Coordinate the cancellation notice with civilian Agencies,
mlitary Custodians and Review Activities, and affected segments of
industry. The cancellation notice should identify a superseding
document (s), if possible, and provide a cross reference of
cl assifications.
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4,  If no objections are received, the cancellation notice shall
be approved and dated. One original copy shall be sent to the DoDSSP

for printing and distribution and a second original shall be sent to
the cogni zant civilian Agency.

5. |f objections to the cancellation are received, the DoD
Preparing Activity shall attenpt to resolve the objection. If
resolution is not possible, Preparing Activity responsibility may be
transferred to the objecting SMA or civilian Agency.

D. WTHDRAWAL OF INTEREST IN A FEDERAL DOCUMENT

|f the DoD Preparing Activity determnes that there is no DoD
Interest in a Federal specification or standard, but that a civilian
Agency does have an interest, the DoD Preparing Activity shall submt
a DD Form 1865 to the DoDSSP to delete DoD interest fromthe Federal
document and transfer Preparing Activity responsibility to the
civilian Agency. The DoD Preparing Activity shall send copies of the
DD Form 1865 to the LSA, the GSA, and the civilian Agency assum ng
Preparing Activity responsibility.




DoD 4120. 3—-M

OASD (PAL)
SPD resvive
coments

58 =g |l 55

3 ™ | it

c.ﬂ ll.aw

§3 } .m

22 P+ [-Prs E| —Pm

a. @ ﬂOu ‘

JER [ SRS 0 |.H||-..m,u..| nnnnnn JUU R [ A - —— RN A
o8 HINE:

DW .I.!rml'.wm

MVI]R\A ||||| T e e N |1Hl|.i lllll - e wm owm v mm am m ow owm w T P - e mm e o - oam o L
c 3 »

: ot 2 | gy £ £

Z £ &5

3 o z

ol PO I I P e Sy 5 MY O R AR N DR A SR R I

LSA
ibb-
y
view
Comments

z & -
B F z ES
mm - m ‘ e Wm
Bz|| 52 % THERE | NENE 1 2§ af| plis
I 1N Py i B etlial it - 25|19
£<|| 25 =/ > (zo8 (38| 5| |8 X &3 3| |=8
Wi =z 1 a) ' Nh~ &

Specifications and Standards

Process for Federal

‘Veterans sdministration approval required for FSG 65 documents;
Devel opnent

Department Of Agricufture spproval required for FSG s9 documents
Typi cal

Figure F-1.



